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Augsburg as Urban Settlement 

 Almost 150 years in this urban place, 
alongside our neighbors; an immigrant 
sensibility 

 John 1:14 was foundational as an early 
motto of Augsburg; a theological and 
practical claim 

 We have settled here – “We believe 
we are called to serve our neighbor” 

 Seeking common purpose as we live 
together; a classroom for democratic 
engagement 

 





Grounding Augsburg’s Equity Commitment 

 Our faith compels us to hospitality 
and justice – to love of our neighbor 
and openness to the stranger 



We Are Called: Our faith grounds this commitment 







Grounding Augsburg’s Equity Commitment 

 Our faith compels us to hospitality 
and justice – to love of our neighbor 
and openness to the stranger 

 Our academic mission and the 
liberal arts demand of us an openness 
to an ever wider set of perspectives  



Intentional Diversity: The Grace of Great Things 



Grounding Augsburg’s Equity Commitment 

 Our faith compels us to hospitality 
and justice – to love of our neighbor 
and openness to the stranger 

 Our academic mission and the 
liberal arts demand of us an openness 
to an ever wider set of perspectives  

 Our democracy is strengthened by 
the road we travel together, alongside 
folks who don't necessarily share our 
experiences and gifts 



Relatore
Note di presentazione
It’s been advancing in my own work:  In 2013, I wrote a piece for Intersections, with the title inspired by a remark from Lori Brandt Hale--  “hospitality is not enough“And in the work of thought leaders like our own Harry Boyte



Relatore
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Susan Brower





Two case studies of our work 
with immigrant communities: 

 

 

Our Somali Neighbors 
in the Cedar-Riverside 

Neighborhood of Minneapolis 

Mexican Immigrants and Families 
in Minnesota as 

Undocumented Students 



We’re in This Together: 
The Cedar-Riverside Partnership 



It’s About Student Success: 
Minnesota Urban Debate League 

Somali Debate Initiative 



It’s About Building Institutions: 
East African Future Teachers Program 



It’s About Community Engagement: 
Sisterhood Boutique 












Undocumented Mexican Immigrants:  
The Call to Radical Hospitality 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

 

Augsburg – and every higher education institution – must heed 
the call to educate students of ability. It is through this call that 
our colleges and universities can secure economic prosperity not 
only for students, but for our state and nation. 

Increasingly, 
undocumented students 
are raised right here, in 
the United States.  

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Augsburg has been aware of and supportive of undocumented students since before I joined in 2007. Welcoming a diverse population of students is part of our mission – our call to serve our neighbor.The college has intentionally worked with and for undocumented students, inviting them to apply and supporting them throughout their time on campus and beyond. Augsburg does not require students to provide a social security number in order to apply. Undocumented and/or DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) students who graduate from high schools in the United States are considered for admission and for all types of private financial aid offered by Augsburg. Admission to Augsburg is based solely on academic achievement and potential, so undocumented students do not receive any special admissions treatment. Undocumented and DACA students admitted to Augsburg College are not classified as international students and are not distinguished from U.S. students. 



Beyond Hospitality to Equity: 
An Institutional Commitment 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Augsburg College … does not 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, creed, religion, 
national or ethnic origin, 
age, gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, gender 
expression, marital status, 
status with regard to public 
assistance, or disability ….  
 
Approved by Board of Regents    
Executive Committee  
June 16, 2010 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
But hospitality is not enough. We need to actively support students who join our learning community from a variety of backgrounds (I call it being “student-ready.”) Strong partnerships with college readiness programs to help first-gen and lower-income students navigate the admissions process.Admissions and financial aid counselors specifically trained to address the needs and questions of undocumented students, including knowing the eligibility requirements for state funding and loan programs.Full-time, on-campus staff from college readiness partners – supporting students in their program and, it turns out oftentimes, their friends as well.Specific financial aid commitments including private scholarships and payment plans – for example, the Augsburg College Access Program, a four-year grant for MN residents who have participated in a college readiness program and meet certain academic standardsRequirement that at least one of our multicultural student services directors have knowledge and understanding of the Dream Act and issues related to DACA and undocumented students. (Currently, btw, our director of Latina/o Student Services position is open. The position is posted on Augsburg.edu, if you want to check out the responsibilities or if you can recommend qualified candidates.)These commitments have an enormous impact on our students during their college careers and beyond. Example shown here: Juve Meza, a 2011 alumnusToday, Juve is an internationally recognized champion for human rights, a non-profit executive and leader in civic engagement. He speaks and advocates on Latinos, Higher Education, LGBT issues, New Americans, Immigration Reform and Democracy. Until this past summer, he served as community relations facilitator for Minneapolis Public Schools. He currently is in law school, pursuing his juris doctorate. Just two years after graduating from Augsburg (March 2013) Juve was honored by the Government of Mexico with the Ohtli Award -- the highest honor bestowed on a member of the Mexican or Mexican-American community commending individuals who have devoted part of their lives and professional activities to serving their countrymen. Juve was recognized specifically for his work supporting Mexican-American students seeking to go to college.During his time as a student, he was active in immigration reform.In March 2010, he met with U.S. Rep. Keith Ellison – as well as aides to senators Klobuchar and Franken – to deliver Augsburg’s DREAM Act resolution, which was passed by Day Student Gov’t to show support for legislation to provide undocumented persons who entered U.S. before age 16 a path to U.S. citizenship. He was student body president, did undergraduate research (I was his mentor!), was in the Honors program, founded a new Latino/a student organization, and was a role model for his younger siblings and younger students across campus.At the same time, we’ve had to be careful with the identities of these student groups over the years. Undocumented and DACA students have had to face -- and continue to face -- real-world concerns about how governmental actions might affect their lives – including but certainly not limited to their opportunity to pursue a college education. In Juve’s case – as high profile as he was – we mentioned that he’d moved to the U.S. from Mexico when he was 15, but we were careful never to note his undocumented status. 



DACA and DREAM 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

 2011: Obama administration issued new 
policy allowing certain undocumented 
immigrants, who came to the U.S. as 
children, to apply for two-year work permits 

 2012: Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program provides 
temporary relief from deportation for eligible 
young adults 

 2013: MN Dream Act makes undocumented 
students eligible for state aid and in-state 
tuition 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Things got a little bit easier just as Juve was graduatingIn 2011, the Obama administration adopted a policy of giving “particular care” before deporting undocumented students, military veterans and others deemed to be low risk. President Obama also issued a new policy to allow certain undocumented immigrants, who were brought to the U.S. as children, to apply for two-year work permits.Then, in 2012, the federal government announced the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. Augsburg has experienced an increase in our undocumented student population since that time. President Obama expanded this program in 2015 to cover older undocumented people who did not meet the original age restriction and cut-off date in the 2012 program.In May 2013, the State of Minnesota passed the MN Dream Act which provides state financial aid to undocumented students who meet the state of Minnesota residency requirements.



United We Dream 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

 Broaden access through 
institutional aid and grants 
 

 Reduce financial barriers to 
experiences, including 
internships, research, 
community engagement, 
student leadership  

 Empower undocumented and DACA students to develop 
self-advocacy skills, persist, and graduate 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Through the continued work of our staff and faculty, Augsburg continued its commitment to supporting undocumented and DACA students. In 2015, Augsburg deepened this commitment by pledging to be a part of National Institutions Coming Out Day, an annual day of recognition organized by United We Dream to uplift organizations working with and for undocumented students and calling on them to publicly share their commitments to resource development, working for policy changes, and creating awareness events.As part of Augsburg’s 2015 pledge, we committed to:Broaden access to higher education by increasing the institutional award amount through Augsburg scholarships and grants for incoming undocumented and DACA students in the traditional undergraduate program. This change was intentionally made to reduce the financial gap left by the ineligibility of undocumented students to access federal funds for their higher education.Reduce financial barriers faced by undocumented students so they can participate in academic and co-curricular activities that are core experiences for any college student —  including internships, undergraduate research, supplemental instruction sessions, community engagement, and student leadership opportunities.Empower undocumented and DACA students to come out of the shadows, to develop self-advocacy skills, to persist in their academic studies, and to graduate.�In addition, under the leadership of our director of Latino/a Student Services at the time, Augsburg launched an Undocumented Students webpage to facilitate information and resources to support those students’ college journey and secured funds from the Mexican Consulate to offer Latino families one-on-one financial aid counseling. This talented and committed staff even succeeded in making it possible for the first Augsburg DACA student to study abroad in China. These efforts prompted an anonymous donor to provide scholarship funds for undocumented students pursuing research opportunities in the summer of 2015 and during the 2015-2016 academic year. ��



Post-U.S. Election Challenges 

 “Sanctuary” movement 
 Keeping students safe, 

while focused on their 
success – asking for on- 
campus latitude 
 Campus Climate Action 

Team – scanning internal 
and external challenges 
 Policy advocacy at state 

and federal levels 
 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Through the continued work of our staff and faculty, Augsburg continued its commitment to supporting undocumented and DACA students. In 2015, Augsburg deepened this commitment by pledging to be a part of National Institutions Coming Out Day, an annual day of recognition organized by United We Dream to uplift organizations working with and for undocumented students and calling on them to publicly share their commitments to resource development, working for policy changes, and creating awareness events.As part of Augsburg’s 2015 pledge, we committed to:Broaden access to higher education by increasing the institutional award amount through Augsburg scholarships and grants for incoming undocumented and DACA students in the traditional undergraduate program. This change was intentionally made to reduce the financial gap left by the ineligibility of undocumented students to access federal funds for their higher education.Reduce financial barriers faced by undocumented students so they can participate in academic and co-curricular activities that are core experiences for any college student —  including internships, undergraduate research, supplemental instruction sessions, community engagement, and student leadership opportunities.Empower undocumented and DACA students to come out of the shadows, to develop self-advocacy skills, to persist in their academic studies, and to graduate.�In addition, under the leadership of our director of Latino/a Student Services at the time, Augsburg launched an Undocumented Students webpage to facilitate information and resources to support those students’ college journey and secured funds from the Mexican Consulate to offer Latino families one-on-one financial aid counseling. This talented and committed staff even succeeded in making it possible for the first Augsburg DACA student to study abroad in China. These efforts prompted an anonymous donor to provide scholarship funds for undocumented students pursuing research opportunities in the summer of 2015 and during the 2015-2016 academic year. ��



Need to Determine Public Will 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

1. Is it literally our mission or vision? 
2. Is it of obvious strategic interest? 
3. Is this an area where Augsburg has unique experience or expertise? 
4. Does it affect the students, faculty, staff, alumni, and neighbors we 

support and serve? 
5. Is Augsburg called to leadership?  

a) Will an Augsburg stand change or reframe the debate? 
b) Are there partner organizations with whom to collaborate? 
c) Does Augsburg’s role in local community define a need to respond? 

6. Do we align with or bring value to our church body by taking a 
position? 

7. Can the Augsburg stand speak to the value of nonpartisanship? 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Of course, things became more difficult again following the presidential election. Augsburg is looking into a number of actions and support efforts to continue our support for these students. Immediately: We pulled together the cabinet, the Office of Academic Affairs, our Center for Teaching and Learning, our Diversity, Inclusion and Equity team, and leadership from Day Student Government to coordinate our efforts in this new environment. Based on those discussions, I sent an email communication to our undocumented and DACA students sharing that we are committed to continuing our support for them.In addition, the Provost’s Office worked directly with faculty to acknowledge the uncertainty that some of our most vulnerable students are now facing and to support faculty in making adjustments in classroom policies around attendance and participation or in reaching out to students whose patterns of attendance or behavior changed. And I joined 100 other college and university presidents in publically calling for the expansion of DACA. (This was published on Inside Higher Ed on November 21. �In all of this work, we use a “public will” framework to guide our decision-making about statements and actions to take. For example, we have used this framework in considering the idea of becoming a Sanctuary Campus. The process of working through the public will questions has great value in ensuring we take action that supports our mission and goals rather than merely falling into a pattern of issuing statements that may or may not have the intended impact.On the question of Sanctuary Campus, we are still evaluating:We are working to develop a deeper understanding of what it means to become a Sanctuary Campus – Consulting with CIC, NAICU and the Minnesota Private College Council as well as our legal, insurance and other business office partners. In the meantime, we are actively supporting existing leaders on the topic – including Minneapolis Mayor Betsy Hodges who has weighed in on the issue of Sanctuary Cities, as evidenced in an article in City Pages. And we continue to pay attention to our internal groups – working to provide faculty and staff inquiries with information they can use to share with peers – including outreach and actions underway as well as materials about our churchwide body’s stand on immigration. 



Hospitality Is Not Enough:  
Higher Education, Justice 

and Immigrant Communities 

Paul C. Pribbenow, President 
Augsburg University (MN, USA) 



From those who have been 
entrusted with much, much 
more will be demanded. 
                            — Luke 12:48 
 

Paul C. Pribbenow 
President  
Augsburg College 
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